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The Rock Slab News

PUBLISHED BY THE
SEARCHERS GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.

Established June 20, 1958
Mailing Address: PO BOX 3492 Anaheim, CA 92803
(E-mail) Slabnews@AOQOL.com
(web page) http://www.gemandmineral.com/searchers.html

CLUB OFFICERS
President Betty Nelson 714-530-1365 Treasurer Margaret Neeley 714-535-2030
1¢ Vice President Milt Green 714-838-0550 Federation Director  Beth Pelfrey 714-774-2754
2™ Vice President Walter Mroch 714-826-2132 Director Cliff Wamer 949-472-2083
Secretary Sallie Rosenbaum  714-434-72490

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Anaheim Arts Council Margaret Neeley 714-535-2030 Silent Auction Jerry & Nancy Norlund 714-960-6957
Arts Council Alternate Mae Freedman 714-774-6665 Sunshine Doris Pelfrey 714-774-2754
Historian Jan Gillette 714-776-9467 Veterans Coordinator Larry Richey 714-846-3573
Library Bob Dixon 714-534-5063 Ways & Means Chairman Connie Van Kampen 714-993-2827
Membership Milly Arvanites 714-838-1924 Greeter Nancy Norlund 714-960-6957
Monthly Drawing Jerry & Nancy Norlund  714-960-6957 Workshop Coordinator Herb Beckman 714-535-8579
Phone Committee Doris Pelfrey 714-774-2754 Youth Chairman Norbert Bernhardt 949-786-4691
Public Lands 1999 Show Chairman Jim Williamson 714-995-9080
Rock Slab Editor Richard Butler 714-484-1947 1999 Co Show Chairman Larry Richey 714-846-3573
Rock Slab Mail Out Andrey Nichols 714-533-4647

Affiliations: California Federation of Mineralogical Societies = American Federation of Mineialogical Societies

Regular Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month on the basement level of the Anaheim Memorial Hospital
Medical Office Building, 1211 West La Palma Avenue, Anaheim, CA. Meetings begin at 7:30PM.

Visitors are abways welcome.
Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month January through October and the third Tuesday in November and
December. The meetings are held on the basement level of the Anaheim Memorial Hospital Medical Office Building. Meetings

begin at 7:30PM. Members are always welcome.
Membership Dues: $20 for adults, $25 per couple and $2 for junior members under 17 years in age.
Field Trips; Held on the published dates of each month. The trip maps, added activities, time changes and other

pertinent information will be published in The Rock Slab News.

Workshop: 651 S. State College Blvd, Unit # 9, Fullerton, CA, 92831. Thursday 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM Telephone (714) 870-
7625. Classes in lapidary, jewelry making and mineralogical lessons for novice and advanced students are available. Request
class schedules from the workshop coordinator. (Adults and children are always welcome).

Deadline for Articles: Send to the editor by the last week of the month to insure publication for the next month. Mail to
Richard Butler, 205 N. Western Ave. #118, Anaheim, CA, 92801-7005 or Fax to (714) 484-1949 or

(E-mail) Slabnews@AOL.com

This society was formed for the purpose of banding together a group of congenial people for the study of mineralogy and the earth
sciences.

By associating with other gem and mineral societies, presenting public exhibits and other community programs, hosting field trips for
exploration, study and collecting material, the society members will encourage interest in mineralogy and the lapidary arts among
people of all ages.

Members of the society will learn to collect materials, rocks and minerals and protect the public land and environment for future
generations




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As President of the Searchers for 1999, I want to thank the
1998 Board and last year's chair people and coordinators for
all their hard work. It was a busy year full of growth and
activity and they have left us with some exciting challenges. 1
am looking forward to meeting those challenges with our
newly elected officers, our enthusiastic new chair people and
coordinators, plus the help of each Searcher to meet the club's
growing needs. We now have a Youth Coordinator, a Ways
and Means Chairperson, and a Greeter for our monthly
meetings. The Greeter's job is to help visitors and new
members feel welcome, but for this to be successful, she will
need the help of every Searcher. Notice, too, that thanks to one
of our junior members we have a case at our meetings
containing a different and interesting display each month.
Make it a point to stop by and enjoy it, and please say "Yes,"
if you are asked to contribute to the case. And don't forget to
make lots of use of the new IDEA box at our monthly
meetings.

The 1999 meeting format will change a bit. Following the
introduction of guests and new members, we will have our
field trip report, sunshine report and any other information
needed by all members. Please let me know ahead of time if
you have something that needs to be shared. We will then
have our program followed by the refreshment break
immediately after the break we will have the monthly
drawing. The rest of the business meeting will follow. This
will accommodate our juniors and other members who need to
leave early for any reason, as well as being convenient for the
person who is presenting the program.

You will also notice a change in our club's monthly bulletin.
Afier 10 years as our Bulletin editor, Marge Jordan is taking a
well-deserved break. Thank you, Marge, for all your years of
hard work. And thank you, Richard Butler, for accepting the
challenge of becoming our new editor.

One of my goals this year is to have our meetings start and end
on time. I know that's not easy. We will need every one's help.
Another is to increase our youth activities and membership. A
third is best summarized by one of our members who said she
would like to have us known as the friendliest club in the
Federation. I can't think of a better direction for the Searchers
to travel in the year ahead.

Thank you for having the confidence to elect me your
President. 1 will do the best I possibly can to fulfill your

expectations.

Betty Nelson
President

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

As your new editor, I would like to thank Marge Jordan for
all the fine work that she has contributed as Bulletin Editor
for the last 10 years.

As you can see, | have made a few changes in the Bulletin,
one being the name. Another the format: The ROCK SLAB
NEWS will be the number one paper for all rock clubs to
look forward to reading.

But for all this to happen, I will need help from all of you.
So, if you see something that you think would be of interest
please let me know. You can call me at (714) 484-1947 or
you can e-mail at Salbnews@aol.com. Or you can mail
information to: Richard Butler at 205 N. Western Ave. #118,
Anaheim, CA, 92801-7005

Let’s work together to make this the best paper published.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the Editor will be space for you to tell me what you
like to do or see, where you like to go, what you collect and
create and how your opinion differs from mine. You can tell
me about that too. I will do the best job I can with your help.

Thank you and 1 hope you enjoy The ROCK SLAB
NEWS.

Richard S. Butler
Editor




CLUB OFFICERS REPORTS

I would like to have all Club Officers updates in by the last week of each month so they
will be in the next month issue of The Rock Slab News.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

I would like to ask all committee chairpersons who have updates that should be in
The Rock Slab News to send them in by the end of the 2" week of the month so
will be able to have them for the next month’s paper.

Committee Chairperson

1) Anaheim Arts Council Margaret Neeley no report
2) Historian Jan Gillette no report
3) Membership Milly Arvanites no report
4) Monthly Drawing Jerry & Nancy Norlund no report
5) Public Lands Chairperson Needed no report
6) Silent Auction Jerry & Nancy Norlund no report
7) Sunshine Doris Pelfrey see below
8) Veterans Coordinator Larry Richey no report
9) Way & Means Committee Connie Van Kampen no report
10) Workshop Coordinator Herb Beckman no report
11) Youth Chairman Norbert Bernhardt see page 6
12) Show Chairman Jim Williamson no report

January 2, 1999

SUNSHINE

Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you are all facing a wonderful year of good

health.

Sue Hodges sent a Christmas greeting as did Alf and Queenie Osborne wishing

the Searchers well.

Mae Freedman continues to improve. She enjoyed her 75" Birthday at
Cattlemen’s Wharf in Anaheim hosted by her son and daughter and attended by many

Searchers. She will have her cataract surgery Thursday, Jan 7.

Jay Cole continues to improve from his knee surgery. He will soon graduate from
a walker to a cane.

Karen Martinez’s car was hit and totaled. This kept her from our Christmas Party.
We hope everything turned out all right.

Doris Pelfrey



FIELD TRIPS
JANUARY 1999

This month’s message is in two parts: first how the Searchers will communicate with members, guests and potential club
members; and second, information for the upcoming field trips.

The World Wide Web and the Searchers

Well we’ve undergone some major changes in 1998 and we're roaring into 1999 with a new batch of officers in the Searchers
Gem and Mineral Society. For the first time in club history we are about to enter a new dimension - the Internet and desktop
publishing. I have been hosting a web site for the Searchers and will continue to do so. We now have some exciting new ways to
communicate with the club membership - e-mail. All club members are welcome to send bulletin information to the club at the
following email addresses:

Richard Butler Slabnews@aol.com

Walter Mroch searchers@gemandmineral.com

Club information http://www.gemandmineral.com/searchers.html
Show information http://www.gemandmineral.com/show.html

I urge all members to use this new tool to help the club out. Sending your e-mail will allow us to get the club bulletins published
much quicker than sending information by mail. Richard Butler is heading up the helm of the Searchers Bulletin and he will need
all the help he can get from club officers and delegates to get information to the membership in record time.

Tentative 1999 Field Trip Schedule

First, I wanted to let you know that I have plans to have the club go on many field trips to brand new locations. The information is
provided here only for rough scheduling purposes. As you may have noticed I was unable to attend many of the Searchers
functions for 6 months - well I've been extremely busy with work and I'll be quite busy in 1999 as well. The schedule is not
intended to show my commitment to attending ALL of these field trips. However, any field trips that I am scheduled to lead I
will do so.

Any and all help supporting field trips will be much appreciated. If you can lead a field trip, I will help you out as much as
possible to get the information into the bulletin. The events that I will need help with are clearly shown so if you can help please
let me know as soon as you can. I welcome all ideas for brand new field trip locations so don’t hesitate to contact me directly.

January/February/March Field Trips - Quartzsite, Tucson and Stoddard Wells

Cloud's 1/15 - 2/15 Quarizsite Info  http://www.quartzsite.com/
The Main Event  1/16 - 1/31
Four Comners 1/20 - 2/14 Host required.

Tyson Wells 1/9 - 1/24
Club members plan to stay at the following site with their RV’s. This spot is right next to Greasewood Greens which was our
longstanding meeting site. I am unsure if they are taking reservations or if it is first come first serve.

Ted’s Truck Center and BBQ
965 W. Main Street
Quartzsite, AZ

PHONE 520-927-6625



IF YOU GO TO QUARTZSITE READ THIS FIRST

Desert Chances to Refuel Are Drying Up
Travel: New law has forced some stations to stop pumping,
Leaving motorists riding on fumes or stranded.

DIANA MARCUM
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

MECCA, Calif.-The far-flung desert regions have never been known for hiding fuel pumps behind every
drought-resistant bush. But now motorists traveling desert highways and back roads have to be extra careful that
they don't wind up cruising on fumes.

Many mom and pop gasoline stations, unable to afford federal safety standards on underground storage tanks
that went into effect last week, have stopped pumping gas. That's not a big problem in urban areas where
another station often is around the comer. But in Southern Califomia’s desest regions, the new, longer distances
between gas stops are stranding motorists on empty.

Last week, Caltrans posted signs warning drivers that there is no fuel service for the entire 100 miles of
Interstate 10 between Indio and Blythe. Until recently, about a 40-mile drive would get you gas there.

Capt. David Webb of the California Highway Patro!'s Border Division, which includes the barren miles
between San Diego and Yuma, Ariz., said he has heard reports of more frequent breakdowns as drivers
miscalculate how far their tanks would take them. The desext, he explained, always relied more on "little guys,"
the independent gas stations that were less able than chains to afford the new storage tanks required by
environmental rules.

The Auto Club of Southemn Califomia will be watching for an increase in calls next month for roadside
assistance in the desert, a spokesman said. It is too soon to say what effect the stations' closings have had on
motorists, he added.

However, Bobby Colvin already has the answer on California 111, along the Salton Sea.

"There's people up and down this road running out of gas. I've made a few dollars giving people lifts. Just last
week I picked up three people between here and Niland," said Colvin, 58, a Mecca resident only one gas station
remains open on that 39-mfle stretch.

The area was never popping with gas pumps. Now, Colvin advises travelers "to be dang sure they plan shead,
‘cause there's about two stations between here and Mexico

A handyman, Colvin recently helped pump out underground gas tanks for stations that had to meet the new
standards or stop selling gas by Dec. 23. On Tuesday, he was lending a hand at Poor Richard's, which used to be
the only gas station that stayed open after 9 p.m. on the 70 miles of Califomnia | between Brawley and Indio.

*Not everyone knows yet that we're not selling, so when we tell them, they say 'Ch man, I'm short on gas. |
hope [ make it," said cashier Elba Dela O, the sister-in-law of owner Elva Perez.

Like most stations in remote areas, Poor Richard's sold more than gasoline. A customer still can pick up snack
bags of dried shrimp, sodas, hardware, shampoo and a dozen mudsuckers for bait. In the early moming,

foremen from nearby farms stop in for coffee and shop talk. But this community hub has been ;leddedly
quieter since the station stopped selling gas.

"] feel bad because so many people rely on us,” Perez said. "Fishermen rely on us for gas in the evenings
on their way home. The people around Here rely on us for essentials and just coming in for coffec and
company. We're so much more than a gas station.”

Perez said she was unable to obtain a bank loan for the $123,000 it would cost to upgrade her tanks to
avoid possible underground leaks. Aboveground tanks cost about $43,000. Perez is closely following
reports that State and Federal governments may provide low- interest loans to help independent owners
meet the environmental rules aimed at protecting water supplies.

About five miles away, at the North Shore liquor and Service, also close to the Salton Sea, co-owner
Martha Adame said she has had more and more customers gliding in on-fumes, and grateful to find her
station open and pumping from upgraded tanks that meet the federal rules,

"For a while, there's going to be a lot of people stranded in the middle of the road," she predicted. "But
once they run out of gas, it won't happen a second time." °

To the north, if some travelers through Kern County do not gas up in Ridgecrest and wind up stranded
20 miles away on sparsely populated U.S. 395, locals direct them to an octogenarian willing to help. He .
has brushed up the gas -sucking skills he first perfected pilfering gas during the Great Depression.

He siphons gas with a hose from his own car into a can and charges $5 a gallon. Grateful motorists
usually hand him at least a $20 bill. "The ones without cash write me a check for even more and you
wouldn' believe how many people don't carry cash," said the man, who did not want to be identified
because it is illegal to store and. sell gas that way.

He estimated that he now gets between three and five customers a week. He always sends them off with
a warning to fill up in the next big town.

CHP's Webb offers the same advice. "We usually say drivers should fuel up whenever they hit a quarter-
of -a-tank, but now they should keep it higher," Webb said. "Completely fill the tank before driving
through remote areas. Don't rely on the next little town because you may be out of luck.”

(]

® LA TIMES, Dec. 27, 1998



The Rock 'n' Kids Corner

Hello kids and parents! My name is Norbert
Bernhardt and I have been asked to be the Youth
Group organizer for the Searchers Gemp and
Mineral Society. I know I will enjoy doing this. 1
have begun teaching my own children Anton, age
11 and Natalie, age 9 about rock collecting and
polishing. Many years ago at the Santa Monica
Boys Club I taught lapidary one evening a week. I
was also field trip chairman and show chairman for
the Santa Monica Gemological Society.

My basic goal is to have all the Junior
Members learn more about gems and minerals,
fossils, earth sciences, gold prospecting, polishing
gems and making them into rings, necklaces, bolas,
tic clips ctc. In order to keep the Juniors interested
and make it fun, I feel they need to do these
activities with other children their own age.

Activities for the future could include field
trips to collect rocks and minerals, polishing those
"gems", attending gem shows, exhibiting at our
Gem Show and gold panning. Also we could take
trips to the L.A. County Museum of Natural
History, Orange County Discovery Science Center
and an overnight in Barstow with an outing to
Calico Ghost Town.

Juniors! Our first fun activity will be a field
trip to collect and dig for agate, jasper and howlite.
The location will be Tick Canyon and vicinity, off
Hwy. 14, 1.5 hours north of Orange County.

We are planning this trip for Sunday, January
24, 1999. A good time to meet there would be 9:30
am.

These trips will be open to ALL members who
would like to participate. I will send out maps to
the parents and juniors. If other club members
would like to go and need a map, please call me.
My phone number is 949-786-4691. If rain is in the
forecast, please call me Saturday night. We would
reschedule the trip for the following Sunday,

January 31.
Norbert Bernhardt

by Willam A. Kappele

Why Kids?

Not long ago, | received e-mail from a
aentleman way up in Alaska. It seems that
he had read one of my diatribes about get-
ting more kids into our hobby While he
agreed that we need kids, he fel that ap-
peating only to the Kids, and not to their
parents, would be ill-advised. His con-
tention was that kids do not buy the lap-
idary equipment. they don’t go on field
nips glone and they don’t join the clubs
My Alaskan friend felt that we should be
concentrating on the parents in the 30-plus
age group.

[ confess that 1 had never thought about
this before, but it does make sense. | do
feel. however. that we need to concentrate
on borh Kids and parents. [ don’t overlook
the power of kids (o get what they want.
Al of us who have children or grandchil-
dren know how persuasive they can be.
When their longing is for purple hair, 4
Corverte convertible or body piercing, we
can usually resist, but when it 1s something
worthwhile and educitional. we tend 1o
grve i prefty gquickhy. Snll. gething the
parents mterested, too. 1s an excellent ided.

So hew do we do it? Reaching kids ix a
predy easy and straphtforward process
Fortunately for us, Kids are casily found in
groups, where they make great captive au-
diences, In schools, we can arrange 1o vis-
it classes with things like Riker mounts
full of cabs, fossils, slabs, jewelry. etc. We
can bring in displays showing the process
as rough rock becomes finished cab or
Jewelry. We can talk 10 science classes and
show the relationship of rockhounding to
geology We can even bring in samples of
local material, where applicable, and show
the kids where to find 1.

All of these things can be done with
boys clubs, girls clubs, Boy Scout dens.
Girl Scout troops and any other groups
that deal with kids. Such organizations can
also be invited to attend club meetings
and/or go along on club field trips.

For the truly brave among you, there are
various Juvemle-diversion programs in
every area of the country which deal with
ar-risk Kids. Working with such kids is not
for the faint of heart, but the rewards can
be greal. You mught just get the chance to
seg the eyes of a kid who's sporting a nose
ring open wide as the innards of an agate
nodule are exposed. You might even meet
that sume kid again some day—maybe
cven without the nose ring—and be

thanked for your interest and for sharning
some of the beauties of the carth

Well. so much for the kids. Now how do
we get the attention of the parents? This
tash 18 oL so easy, since we don't have the
convenicnce of a classroom in which to
talk tw groups of them. Instead, we have o
2o where parents hang out. One good spot
would be the PTA or PFO meetings at
school. Here we could catch both the kids
and their parents in the same place at the
same time. Given the chance, we could
present the purposes of the hobby. the ac-
cess 1o the Jocal clubts), where to collect
locally, the cost of gething stasted in the
hobby. ctc. An cnthusiastic presentation
accompanied by lots of pictures of ficld
trips, lots of fimshed cabs and jewelry and
an amirude of “vou can de it” should bring
m guile i few recruits.

Another good spot should be local
churches All have various programs for
parents and hids. Why not an evening of
“hands-on™ with rock displays, working
saws and cabbing machines, or even some
tumblers 1 vanous stages of the grinding
and pohishing process”

Remember, it's not just the kids who
may nat have been exposed 10 rockhound-
ing. Many parents will be just as fascinat-
ed as they see, for the first time, the beau-
ty that lies inside some rather dull-looking
rocks. It is entirely possible that the par-
ents will be the ones who get “hooked™
and will end up drugging the kids out on
field wnps!

When T finally decided that the pile of
racks in the garage was getting out of
hand. and that 1 had better lcarn how to
make something out of them. | went to a
rock shop a few miles from my home and
100k a class in cab making.

That shop has been gone for years. and
1 don’t know of one anywhere near me
where | could 1ake such a class nday.
Thus. it_is only the ¢lubs that can fill the

" __void, The problem is i where and how o =~

find them. Most are not in the yellow
pages. Only the members know where and
when they meet. Why ror be in the yellow
pages? Why not advertise in the local /
newspaper and invite people 1o come 10 a
meeting and see what the habby s all
about? Why not get a program on the local
cable-TV channel? Why not ... ?
William Kappele car be reached by ¢

mail «t quappell @ netcom.con.

Rock & Gem






